	

	

	WHEREAS, on behalf of the citizens of Macon-Bibb County, I am pleased to join Atrium Health Navicent in recognizing July 28, 2022, as World Hepatitis Day in Macon-Bibb County; and


	WHEREAS, 2.4 million Americans are impacted by the hepatis A virus, hepatitis B virus and hepatitis C virus, which cause infection to the liver; and


	WHEREAS, the current epidemic of opioid and other substance use in Georgia is increasing transmission of these viruses that are spread through blood and intravenous drug use; and


	WHEREAS, greater than half of people living with viral hepatitis are unaware they are infected, thereby increasing their risk for severe health problems such as cirrhosis liver cancer liver transplant and death; and


	WHEREAS, in 2019, Georgia reported 844 cases of hepatitis A, significantly more than the national average, there were 114 cases of hepatitis B and 61 cases of hepatitis C; and


	WHEREAS, while most hepatitis cases occurred in white men ages 30-49, the CDC has shown that Black individuals are more likely to die from hepatitis B than white individuals; and



	WHEREAS, with immunizations and routine screening, hepatitis A and hepatitis B can be prevented and treated, and hepatitis C can be cured; and



	WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control recommends all individuals over the age of 18 and pregnant women be screened for hepatitis C, at-risk populations be screened for hepatitis B virus, and routine vaccination against hepatitis A and B; and


	WHEREAS, through education about hepatitis prevention, testing and treatment, and the development of systems to conduct viral hepatitis surveillance, an important opportunity exists to unite the citizens of central Georgia to prevent the spread of hepatitis infections,



	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim July 28, 2021, as:


	“World hepatitis day”

	in Macon-Bibb County, and I urge all central Georgians to educate themselves about the types of hepatitis, vaccination and screening so that we might begin to reduce the devastating effects hepatitis imposes on our state.


	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of July 2022.

_________________________
Lester M. Miller
Mayor


