	

	WHEREAS, StepStone Family and Youth Services a contracted Child Placing Agency, will celebrate their 9th year, serving children in Georgia who have been removed from their families but are still able to live within a community setting as a member of a family; and 


	WHEREAS, many children have been removed from their biological families for different reasons and enter care with a great degree of uncertainty, StepStone provides a bonus family, hopefully within their local community, to these youth until their family is able for them to return home; and


	WHEREAS, StepStone Foster parents change the lives of children who have been placed in the custody of either The Department of Juvenile Justice or The Department of Family and Children Services 

	

	WHEREAS, permanency, destiny, safety and fulfillment of the Foster Care program have had an impact for several years in Macon and Middle Georgia, StepStone has worked to ensure that children do not have to spend weeks or months in a hotel by growing the program to accommodate more youth in care. Our Foster Parents provide safe and nurturing homes to keep youth in their communities; and


	WHEREAS, in Macon-Bibb, this Foster Care program began as a contracted agency 9 years ago, we still seek to provide families to children who are sometimes hurting and hopeless. At StepStone Youth we will continue to be a conduit for Georgia’s children as they pass through the state-run systems and vow to work to ensure that all of Georgia’s children have a place to call “Bonus Home”.


	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim May 31, 2022


	“StepStone Family and Youth FOSTER PARENT DAY”

	

	in Macon-Bibb County, all citizens are encouraged to join me in recognizing the efforts of those persons who give selflessly to the foster parent agency, and to congratulate them on their nineth year serving the children of our community.


	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this ______ day of May 2022.

	
	________________________________
                 Lester M. Miller
                          Mayor


