	

	

	WHEREAS, on behalf of the citizens of Macon-Bibb County, I am pleased to join Atrium Health Navicent, Macon-Bibb County Health Department, Mercer University School of Medicine and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Minority Health in celebrating the month of April 2022 as National Minority Health Month; and


	WHEREAS, according to the 2010 U.S. Census, approximately 36 percent of the population belongs to a racial or ethnic minority group. Some minorities experience a disproportionate burden of preventable disease, death and disability compared with non-minorities; and


	WHEREAS, Georgia has the second-highest maternal mortality rate in the nation. Black women in Georgia are three times more likely to die from pregnancy-related complications than white women nationally, according to data from the CDC; and


	WHEREAS, pregnant women in Georgia face barriers in accessing quality health care including lack of health insurance coverage, sparse locations of health care providers in rural areas, and systemic racial and gender-based disparities; and


	WHEREAS, Atrium Health Navicent, Macon-Bibb Health Department and Mercer University School of Medicine are seeking to educate the community about maternal health and racial disparities and inequities through a public discussion on May 3.  Discussion topics will include unconscious bias, the history of structural racism in health care and addressing community solutions; and


	WHEREAS, Atrium Health Navicent and its partners actively seek to eliminate healthcare disparities and increase access to care by providing education to area residents as well as health care providers to end racism and bias in health care and achieve health care equity for all,


	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim April 2022, as:

	“NATIONAL MINORITY HEALTH MONTH”

	in Macon-Bibb County, and I urge all central Georgians to educate themselves about their health and barriers faced by minorities, specifically women of child-bearing age and those who are pregnant, to reduce minority health disparities.


	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of April 2022.

____________________________
Lester M. Miller 
Mayor


