	

	

	WHEREAS, on behalf of the citizens of Macon-Bibb County, I am pleased to join Atrium Health Navient Crescent House and the Macon-Bibb County Division of Family & Children’s Services in observing the month of April 2022, as National Child Abuse Awareness Month in Macon-Bibb County; and


	WHEREAS, in fiscal year 2020, 3.9 million reports were made to child protective services; and


	WHEREAS, Georgia is ranked 38th in the nation for child well-being, and an estimated 1 in 10 children will experience sexual abuse before their 18th birthday; and


	WHEREAS, Children who experience maltreatment such as physical abuse or neglect are at greater risk for committing violence against peers, bullying, teen dating violence and committing child abuse, elder abuse, intimate partner violence, and sexual violence later in life; and


	WHEREAS, in 2017, 122,752 maltreatment reports were received by Child Protective Services in Georgia, with 72% of reports having enough information to be “screened in,” representing 207,982 children. Of this number, the reports of 10,487 children were substantiated, and 97 children died as a result of abuse and neglect; and


	WHEREAS, during Fiscal Year 2020, 2,460 reports were made regarding families in Bibb County. Of those cases, 750 cases were assigned as an investigation and 458 cases were assigned as a family support in hope of preventing abuse or neglect; and



	WHEREAS, The Macon-Bibb County Division of Family & Children’s Services has seen a decrease in reports since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic; and


	WHEREAS, Child abuse and neglect is a serious problem affecting every segment of our community, and finding solutions requires input and action from everyone; and


	WHEREAS, Child abuse prevention activities can succeed because of the partnerships created between child welfare professionals, education, health, community‐ and faith‐based organizations, businesses, law enforcement agencies and families; and


	WHEREAS, Communities must make every effort to promote programs and activities that create strong and thriving children and families; and 



	WHEREAS, Atrium Health Navicent the Crescent House and community partners, including the Macon-Bibb County Division of Family & Children’s Services, have planted a pinwheel garden outside Atrium Health Navicent Beverly Knight Olson Children’s Hospital as a visual reminder that we all play a role in ensuring happy and healthy childhoods for children; and 



	WHEREAS, through recognizing Child Abuse Awareness Month, we acknowledge that we must work together as a community to increase awareness about child abuse and continue to promote the social and emotional well-being of children and families in Macon-Bibb County,



	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim April 2022, as:

	“NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE AWARENESS MONTH”

	in Macon-Bibb County, and I urge all central Georgia residents to recognize this month by dedicating ourselves to the task of improving the quality of life for all children and families.

	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of April 2022.

____________________________
Lester M. Miller 
Mayor


