	

	

	WHEREAS, on behalf of the citizens of Macon-Bibb County, I am pleased to join Atrium Health Navicent in celebrating the month of November 2021, as National Prematurity Awareness Month; and


	WHEREAS, 1 in 10 babies born in the United States is premature, which means they are born before 37 weeks of pregnancy; and

 

	WHEREAS, each year 380,000 premature babies miss out on the crucial growth and development of their final weeks in the womb; and


	WHEREAS, in 2020, the March of Dimes Premature Birth Report Card gave the U.S. a letter grade of C with a prematurity rate of 10.2 percent with Georgia’s prematurity rate being 11.7 percent; and 


	WHEREAS, understanding risk factors and the importance of preconception care and prenatal care can help prevent premature births; and 

  

	WHEREAS, Prematurity is one of the leading causes of infant mortality; and

 

	WHEREAS, the aim of National Prematurity Awareness Month is to inform those thinking of becoming pregnant, pregnant people, breastfeeding mothers and all their caregivers and loved ones about the risks of premature births; and



	WHEREAS, the CDC encourages all pregnant women, those thinking about becoming pregnant, and those breastfeeding to get vaccinated to protect themselves from COVID-19; and



	WHEREAS, studies have shown higher risk for preterm birth as a result of serious COVID-19 illness in pregnant women; and



	WHEREAS, through community awareness, an important opportunity exists to unite the citizens of central Georgia to prevent premature births,



	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim November 2021, as:

	“PREMATURITY AWARENESS MONTH”

	in Macon-Bibb County, and I urge all central Georgians to familiarize themselves with the risk factors associated with premature births and the care available to pregnant mothers so that we might begin to save the lives of more babies. 

	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of November 2021.

____________________________
Lester M. Miller 
Mayor


