	

	

	WHEREAS, on behalf of the citizens of Macon-Bibb County, I am pleased to join Atrium Health Navicent, the Atrium Health Peyton Anderson Cancer Center and the American Cancer Society in recognizing the month of November as Lung Cancer Awareness Month; and


	WHEREAS, the aim of National Lung Cancer Awareness Month is to inform Americans of their risks for lung cancer and to get annual screenings if they are at a high risk for developing the disease; and


	WHEREAS, Lung Cancer is the leading cause of cancer deaths worldwide and is one of the most common cancers among both men and women; and


	WHEREAS, the American Cancer Society estimates that approximately 235,760 new cases of lung cancer will be diagnosed in 2021, and an estimated 131,880 people will die of the disease this year; and 


	WHEREAS, the rate of new lung cancer cases in Georgia is 63.3, significantly higher than the nation average of 58.7. The percent of people still alive five years after being diagnosed with lung cancer in Georgia is 20.5 percent, which is significantly lower than the national rate of 22.6 percent; and


	WHEREAS, in central Georgia, there were 43.4 annual average deaths from lung cancer per 100,000 people from 2016-2018, which is higher than the state average of 39.0; and


	WHEREAS, most lung cancer cases are diagnosed at later stages when treatment options are less likely to be effective.  In Georgia, 21.1 percent of cases are caught at an early stage; and


	WHEREAS, a study on early detection of lung cancer found that a low-dose CT cancer screening test can reduce mortality by 20 percent for those at high risk; and


	WHEREAS, through screenings and community awareness, an important opportunity exists to unite the citizens of central Georgia to prevent cancer deaths,


	NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lester M. Miller, do hereby proclaim November 2021, as:

	“LUNG CANCER AWARENESS MONTH”

	in Macon-Bibb County, and I urge all central Georgians to familiarize themselves with the risk factors associated with lung cancer and the availability of cancer screenings tests so that we might begin to reduce the devasting effects lung cancer imposes on our state. 

	
	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Consolidated Government to be affixed this _____day of November 2021.

____________________________

Lester M. Miller 

Mayor


