
STATE COURT OF BIBB COUNTY 
CIVIL JURY VERDICT REPORT 

  
PLAINTIFF: Michelle Pridgen 

DEFENDANTS: Dr. Ashley Walker; Walker Dental Group, LLC; Dr. Charles N. Smaha; and Smaha 
Family Partnership, LP, DBA Smaha Orthodontics 

CIVIL ACTION NO.:  82728  

JUDGE:  Jeffrey B. Hanson  

TYPE OF CASE:  Dental Malpractice 

TRIAL DATE:  December 14 – 18, 2015 

VERDICT:  For the Plaintiff - $25,000.00 (96% against Dr. Walker; 4% against Dr. Smaha)  

CLAIMED MEDICAL EXPENSES:  $46,000.00 (past) and $29,000.00 (future) 

INSURANCE CARRIER: The Medical Protective Company. 

LAST PRE TRIAL OFFER/DEMAND:  Defendant Doctors declined to consent to negotiation.      

PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEYS: Laura Speed and Michelle King 

DEFENSE ATTTORNEYS:  Fred Gleaton and David Hayes (for Dr. Walker) and Shaun Daugherty (for 
Dr. Smaha)  
OTHER INFORMATION:   
Plaintiff had a complicated dental history.  Dr. Walker was her dentist for approximately three years 
beginning in 2010.  Dr. Smaha was her orthodontist for placement of aligners in March of 2012.  She 
continued to see him until December of 2012.  Plaintiff contended Dr. Walker was negligent by 
failing to develop a comprehensive treatment plan for her entire mouth, failing to compel her to 
have more than one prophylactic (cleaning and full assessment) visit while she was his patient, 
failing to take sufficient x-rays to evaluate potential decay, and failing to communicate with Dr. 
Smaha.  Plaintiff contended Dr. Smaha was negligent by failing to recognize she was not a candidate 
for clear aligner therapy, failing to compel her to have more prophylactic visits with her dentist, and 
failing to communicate with Dr. Walker.  Plaintiff had chipped teeth and discoloration after the 
placement of clear aligners.  The extent of decay she experienced was disputed.  A number of 
months after Plaintiff quit seeing the Defendants, she saw a cosmetic dentist in Florida who opined 
she had rampant decay.  He did a full mouth restoration.  His total charge was almost $63,000.00 
but he discounted it to $42,000.00.  Defendants contended that they had not been negligent, that 
Plaintiff was negligent in failing to care for herself by cancelling cleaning appointments, and that 
nothing they did proximately caused the need for a full mouth restoration.  They asserted the 
Plaintiff’s lifelong problem with clenching and grinding significantly complicated her dental 
situation. In addition to her and her husband’s testimony, Plaintiff presented Dr. Mark Kuhl from 
Juno Beach, Florida.  He was her subsequent treating dentist, as well as her expert witness.  Each 
Defendant testified.  Dr. Walker’s expert was Dr. Michael Vetter, from Gainesville, GA.   Dr. Smaha’s 
expert was Dr. Mark Coican from Florida.  The jury deliberated for three and a half hours before 
returning its verdict.  The jury assigned no comparative negligence to the Plaintiff.  


