MINUTES OF REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
MACON-BIBB COUNTY COMMISSION
May 6, 2014 – 6:00 P.M.
Government Center
(Commission Chamber)
The Regular Commission meeting of the Macon-Bibb County Commission was held on May 6, 2014 at 6:00 P.M. in the Commission Chamber at Government Center. 
	Commission Members Present:
	

	Mayor Robert A.B. Reichert
	Mayor Pro Tem Bert Bivins, III

	Commissioner Gary Bechtel
	Commissioner Ed DeFore

	Commissioner Mallory Jones, III
	Commissioner Elaine Lucas

	Commissioner Scotty Shepherd
	Commissioner Al Tillman

	Commissioner Virgil Watkins
	Commissioner Larry Schlesinger

	
	

	Staff Present:
	

	Dale Walker –  County Manager

Judd Drake – County Attorney
	Shelia Thurmond – Clerk of Commission
Steve Layson – Asst. Co. Mgr - Infrastructure

	Crystal Jones –  Sr. Asst. County Attorney
	Jean S. Howard – Asst. Clerk of Commission 

	Opie Bowen – Asst. County Attorney
	Justin Crum, Public Affairs

	Trae McCombs, Public Affairs
	Janice Ross – Training & Events Coordinator

	Kevin Barrere – Public Affairs
	Wanzina Jackson – Mgr. - Economic and

	Nyesha Daley – Director of Procurement
	                                Community Development

	Chris Floore – Asst. to County Manager- 
	

	                       Public Affairs
	

	
	

	Guests in Attendance
	News Media Present


	Sam Hart, Sr.
	Jim Gaines – The Telegraph

	Joe Allen
	Ron Wildman – 58 WPGA

	Sheriff David Davis
	Anita Oh – 13 WMAZ

	State Representative Allen Peake
	

	Bibb County Retirees
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Robert A. B. Reichert.
PRAYER 
The prayer was rendered by Rev. Ral Waltowar of True Gospel Christian Church
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. Pre-Commission Meeting on April 16, 2014

B. Regular Commission Meeting on April 16, 2014

ACTION:

On motion of Commissioner Larry Schlesinger, seconded by Commissioner Elaine Lucas, and carried unanimously, the minutes of the Pre-Commission and Regular Commission meetings held on April 16, 2014 were approved as presented.

Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.

INVITED GUESTS
Rev. Ral Waltowar was invited to render the prayer for tonight’s Regular Commission Meeting.
Marcia Rubensohn, Director of Government Relations, of the Georgia Municipal Association recognized and presented State Representative Allen Peake with the “Champion of Georgia Cities Award” for his sponsorship and stewardship of House Bill 128 in the General Assembly.  Representative Peake introduced legislation to create the Georgia Downtown Renaissance Fund, recognizing that vibrant downtowns are economic engines to the State, to direct investments into downtowns.  A five million dollar annual investment fund over the next four years for 20 million dollars will be used for downtown investments.  Mayor Reichert thanked Representative Peake for his hard work in the General Assembly and hoped Macon’s downtown enhancement initiatives would be able to benefit from HB128. Representative Peake thanked the Georgia Municipal Association and stated he appreciated the work of the Mayor and Commissioners in the new Consolidated Government.  He also spoke of his many business endeavors and investments on downtown Macon.
Naa Adorkor Allotey, Bibb County’s Star Student, was unable to attend tonight’s meeting due to prior scheduled commitments.  Commissioner Lucas stated that she would invite her to the next Commission meeting to be recognized for her many achievements and honors.

 “Foster Parents” Month – Mayor Reichert stated May was being recognized as Foster Parents Month.  Ms. Wanda Davis, Associate Vice President of Parenting, and Ms. Val Pierce, Case Management Supervisor, were in attendance representing the Foster Parents Association.  Ms. Davis thanked the Mayor and Commissioners for the recognition and thanked Commissioner Lucas for speaking during Foster Parents Appreciation on May 2nd.

Bibb County Retirees – Mayor Reichert asked and received consent to move from the Consent Agenda a Resolution recognizing Bibb County retirees.  Mayor Reichert presented former Bibb County Commission Chairman, Sam Hart, his retirement Resolution and gold Pulsar watch and asked Chairman Hart to present the other 33 retirees their framed copy of the retirement Resolutions and watches. Also among the retirees were former Bibb County Commissioners Joe Allen and Bert Bivins, a present Macon-Bibb County Commissioner 
Mayor Reichert asked County Commission Clerk, Shelia Thurmond, to read the Resolution recognizing the retirees in its entirety.

· Clerk read by caption:   A Resolution of the Macon-Bibb County Commission to recognize the dedicated service and commitment of thirty-four (34) retiring Bibb County employees. 
· The employees recognized were:  Joe O. Allen, Vicki Awtrey, Regina Baker, Karen Barnes, Bert Bivins, III, Alfred Burch, Betty Jean Clark, Jeffery Daniels, James S. Defoe, Jesse D. Griffin, Charles P. Gunnels, Samuel F. Hart, Sr., Sandra V. Harvey, Helen A. Jackson, Emory Kendrick, David Kinard, Sylvia Lindsey, Judy Wheeler Minshew, Paul D. Osgood, Barry Pierson, Richard L. Royal, William R. Savage, Michael A. Smallwood,  Walter Barry Smallwood, Darcy B. Sutton, Leonard Thomas, Willie M. Threatt, Leonard A. Wagner, Jr.; Ronald D. Walker, Alden D. Washington, Barbara B. Washington, Joseph Willard White, Robert L. White, and George C. Williams.   
Proclamation – Donna Cadwell Day

Mayor Reichert presented a Proclamation to Donna Cadwell, Environmental Health County Manager – North Central Health District, in recognition of being awarded  the  National Extension Association of Family and Consumer Science Food Safety Award for establishing the nationally recognized education curriculum for food service employees program known as Operation EATERY (Educating and Training Each Restaurant Yearly) which has been presented at conferences in Alaska, New Jersey, Rhode Island, and Georgia.  She was also given a Partnership Award for her collaboration with the Houston and Bibb County Extension Offices.  Commissioner Bert Bivins was the Proclamation sponsor.
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS
None
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS   
Operations and Finance Committee
· Committee Chairman Gary Bechtel reported that the Operations and Finance Committee met on April 22, 2014.   The Committee discussed and recommended adoption of the following items:

· A Resolution to adopt the Economic and Community Development CDBG and Home proposed budget for FY2015 
· A Resolution to authorize and approve the selection of Financial Consultant for OPEB and the Master Statement of Investment Policy for the OPEB Trust
· A  Resolution authorizing the continuation and acceptance of the Juvenile Justice Incentive Grant not to exceed $500,000
· A Resolution appointing Commissioners Shepherd and Schlesinger to the General Employees Pension Board
· A Resolution endorsing only the concept and not a budget for the demolition of 37 additional houses 
· An Ordinance to amend the Investment Policy

· A Resolution authorizing the acceptance of an Immigration Compliance Policy
· A Resolution approving Supplier for lighting at various recreation centers

· The normal retirements of Grant Faulkner, Information and Technology Department,  and Cliff Howard, Public Works Department 
· A request from the Sheriff’s Office for use of Commissary funds
      Economic and Community Development Committee

· Committee Chairman Schlesinger reported that the Economic and Community Development Committee met on Tuesday, April 22, 2014.  The Committee discussed and recommended adoption of the following items: 
· An Ordinance to add provisions applicable to the sale of Growlers
· A Resolution approving Macon-Bibb County’s continued participation in the “Heartbeat Incentive Program” whereby proposed mixed-used developments in the Central Business District may be granted the benefit of reduced or eliminated property taxes
The Committee heard a report from the following:
· Mark Stevens, Executive Director of the Macon Mall, reported that due to time constraints, the Community Development District will be delayed until 2015 with completion by July 2015. 
· Carl Hodge reported on the financial impact of the John Drew Tennis Center.  Mr. Hodge stated that in 2014 there will be more than 13,000 players and spectators visiting Macon-Bibb County for tennis tournaments.  With the assistance of the Convention and Visitors Center, they estimated the direct sales at $4.2 million and an estimated economic impact of $6.3 million.

Public Safety Committee
Committee Chairman Scotty Shepherd reported the Public Safety Committee met on Tuesday, April 22, 2014 and discussed the following:  
· The Ordinance to establish a Fire Civil Service Board
The Consolidation Bill provides for a Fire Civil Service Board which will have its members appointed by the Mayor.  Further discussion will continue to take place and this item will be on the Committee’s agenda at the May 13, 2014 meeting.
Facilities and Engineering Committee
· Committee Chairman Al Tillman reported the Facilities and Engineering Committee met on Tuesday, April 22, 2014 and approved the following:  
· An Ordinance to adopt a Policy and Procedure for Macon-Bibb County citizens for the repair and registration of paved roadways that have not been established as public roads of Macon-Bibb County and to establish the procedures for creation of special tax districts for the provision of local government services.
The Committee heard a report from the following:
· Mr. Edward Harris of the Benoit Group, who was interested in obtaining support from the Commission for the purchase and renovation of Macon Garden Apartments. 
Mercer Scholarship Ad Hoc Committee

· Commissioner DeFore reported the Mercer Scholarship Ad Hoc Committee comprised of Mayor Reichert, Commissioner Lucas, and Commissioner DeFore met on April 18, 2014 and selected the ten scholarship winners receiving a $2,000 scholarship each for the 2014-2015 school term.

· The scholarship recipients are:  Cortlyn Ryle Belvin of Howard High School; Callie Marie Wilson of First Presbyterian Day School; Leslie Gabrielle Carter of Central High School; Chelsea Marie Whittington of Rutland High School; Andrew William Robinson of Covenant Academy; and Clifford Alford Kleckley, Erin Kay Condone, Collinda S. Simmons, Amore’ Marie Jones, Virgenal Lee Owens of Mercer University.   
CONSENT AGENDA   
A.  Resolution recognizing Bibb County Retirees. On the request of Mayor Reichert and by   unanimous consent, this item was moved to the Invited Guests section of tonight’s meeting recognizing 34 retiring Bibb County retirees effective December 31, 2013.
OLD BUSINESS 
A. Resolution to adopt the Economic and Community Development CDBG and Home proposed budget for FY2015 

· Clerk read by caption:   A Resolution of the Mayor and Macon-Bibb Commission to adopt the Economic and Community Development Department CDBG and Home proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2015 Budget; and for other purposes.

ACTION:
· Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.

B. Resolution to authorize and approve selection of the Financial Consultant for OPEB and the Master Statement of Investment Policy for OPEB Trust
· Clerk read by caption:   A Resolution of the Macon-Bibb Commission, as the Board of Trustees for the Macon-Bibb County Other Post Employment Benefits Trust, to authorize and approve the selection of Independent Portfolio Consultants, Inc. (IPC) as the financial consultant for other post-employment benefits (OPEB) Fund Assets and to approve and adopt the Master Statement of Investment Policy (MSOP) for the Macon-Bibb County OPEB Trust; and for other purposes.

ACTION:
· Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.

C. Resolution authorizing the continuation and acceptance of the Juvenile Justice Incentive Grant not to exceed $500,000 
· Clerk read by caption:   A Resolution of the Macon-Bibb County Commission authorizing the continuation and acceptance of the Juvenile Justice Incentive Grant  not to exceed the amount of $500,000 and agreeing that Macon-Bibb County will serve as the Fiscal Agent of said grant; and for other purposes.
ACTION:
· Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.

D.  Resolution appointing Scotty Shepherd and Commissioner Larry Schlesinger to the General Employees Pension Board
· Clerk read by caption:  A Resolution of the Macon-Bibb County Commission confirming the Mayor’s appointments of Commissioner W. F. “Scotty” Shepherd and Commissioner Larry Schlesinger to Posts four and five respectively of the retirement committee for the Macon Pension and Retirement Systems, Division A, (1972 GA. Laws, page 3152, as amended); and for other purposes. 
ACTION:

· Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.

E.   Resolution authorizing the acceptance of an Immigration Compliance Policy
· Clerk read by caption:  A Resolution of the Macon-Bibb County Commission authorizing the Commission to accept an Immigration Compliance Policy in the same form as attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; and for other purposes
ACTION:

· Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.

F.   Normal Retirement of Grant Faulkner
ACTION:  
· Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.

G.  Normal Retirement of Cliff Howard
ACTION:

· Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.

H.  Use of Commissary Funds at Sheriff’s Office in the amount of $2,000 to buy a garbage disposal and other associated materials in the kitchen area of the Law Enforcement Center (LEC) 
ACTION:

· Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.

I.  Ordinance amending the Macon-Bibb County Code to add provisions applicable to the sale of Growlers
· Clerk read by caption:  An Ordinance of the Macon-Bibb County Commission amending Article II. Licensing of Chapter 4 of the Code of Ordinances of Macon-Bibb County, Georgia to add provisions applicable to the sale of Growlers; to provide for severability; to repeal conflicting Ordinances; and for other purposes.
ACTION:

· Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.

J.  Resolution approving continued participation in the “Heartbeat Incentive Program” 
· Clerk read by caption:  A Resolution of the Macon-Bibb County Commission approving Macon-Bibb County’s continued participation in the “Heartbeat Incentive Program” whereby proposed Mixed-Used Developments in the Central Business District may be granted the benefit of reduced or eliminated property taxes according to the applicable savings schedule through the use of “Payment in Lieu of Taxes” (“Pilot”) transactions administered by the Urban Development Authority; and for other purposes.
Discussion: Commissioner Watkins motioned to amend Section C with a second by Commissioner Tillman. Commissioner stated the need to expand the program countywide.  Commissioner Watkins stated downtown would still have priority.  Commissioner Bechtel motioned to Table, seconded by Commissioner Lucas, for further research and until the potential financial impact could be determined. 
ACTION:

· Unanimous approval to Table by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.
K. Ordinance to adopt a policy for citizens for the repair of roadways not established as public roads and to establish procedures for the creation of Special Tax Districts
· Clerk read by caption:  An Ordinance of the Macon-Bibb County Commission to adopt a policy and procedure for Macon-Bibb County citizens for the repair and registration of paved roadways that have been established as public roads of Macon-Bibb County, and to establish the procedure for creation of Special Tax Districts for the provision of local government services; to provide an adoption and effective date; and to provide for other lawful purposes.
ACTION:

· Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.
L.  Resolution to amend projects to be funded from proceeds of the Series 2013 A and B Bonds
· Clerk read by caption:  A Resolution of the  Macon-Bibb County Commission to amend the projects to be funded from proceeds of the $10,000,000 in aggregate principal amount of Macon-Bibb County Urban Development Authority Revenue Bonds (Bibb County Public Projects), Series 2013A (The “Series 2013 Bonds”) and the $3,225,000 in aggregate principle amount of Macon-Bibb County Urban Development Authority taxable revenue bonds  (Bibb County Public Projects), Series 2013B (the “Series 2013B Taxable Bonds”)  and together with the Series 2013A Bonds, the “Bonds”), to request that the Macon-Bibb County Urban Development Authority(“MBCUDA”) approve the projects as amended, and to authorize the execution and delivery of an amendment to the Intergovernmental contract between MBCUDA and Bibb County, dated as of July 30, 2013 (the Contract”) relating to the issuance of the bonds; for other purposes.
ACTION:

· Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.
M.   Resolution authorizing the purchase of furniture for the Juvenile Justice Center for a total price of $192,488.05
· Clerk read by caption:  A Resolution of the Macon-Bibb County Commission to authorize and approve the selection of Commercial Furnishings as the supplier of interior furnishings for the Juvenile Justice Center in the estimated amount of one hundred ninety-two thousand four hundred eighty-eight and 05/100 dollars($192,488.05) to be paid from SPLOST FUNDS;  and for other lawful purposes.
ACTION:

· Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.
NEW BUSINESS
A. A Resolution to sell a portion of New Street Lane consisting of 2,086 sq. ft. for $29,204 to adjoining property owner
Referred to: Operations and Finance Committee
B. A Resolution to sell and close alley-Cliett Drive consisting of 18,534 sq. ft. to adjoining owner for $18,534
Referred to: Operations and Finance Committee
C. A Resolution to support Hunt School Partners, L.P. in its application for Low income Housing Tax Credits to acquire and redevelop the former Henry A. Hunt School property
Referred to: Economic and Community Development Committee
D. An Ordinance granting a Franchise to Southern Rivers Energy

Referred to: Operations and Finance Committee
E. A Resolution to authorize and approve a professional consulting agreement with T. Y. Lin International, Inc. for $4,950 for Mid-City Square Conceptual Design

Referred to: Operations and Finance Committee
F. Resolution to accept the dedication of the streets and drainage systems located within the streets in Oak Creek Subdivision

Referred to: Facilities and Engineering Committee
G. A Resolution appointing Lauren Benedict as the Post Seven (7) citizen member if the Retirement Committee for Division A of the Macon-Bibb County Pension and Retirement Systems 

Referred to: Operations and Finance Committee
H. A Resolution to rename Haywood Road to Marshell Stenson, Jr. Drive 

Referred to: Facilities and Engineering Committee
I. A Resolution to support the Benoit Group, LLC, to develop the Macon Gardens property located at 3601 Mercer University Drive

Referred to: Economics and Community Development Committee
J. A Resolution to authorize and approve the proposed action plan for redevelopment of the Riverside Drive property and Associated Manufactured Gas Plant (“MGP”) at a cost of $100,000 

Referred to: Facilities and Engineering Committee
K. Draft Agreement for Workforce Development

Referred to: Economics and Community Development Committee
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS

Former City Council Member & SEIU President - Lonnie Miley - Mr. Miley stated he wanted to make the Commission aware of serious morale problems existing at the Public Works Department. He stated several employees felt they were being treated unfairly and not respected which was leading to poor morale. He stated the many attributes of the Public Works employees, and cited the weather and other work related conditions under which Public Works employees performed their job duties.   He further stated all employees should be treated with respect.   He thanked Commissioner Lucas for her support of Public Works employees.
POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE

Commissioner Lucas – thanked the Commissioners who attended the Al Lucas Scholarship Fundraiser on April 30th, at the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame.  The Scholarship is named in honor of Commissioner Lucas’s son, Al Lucas.  The scholarship was presented to seven (7) scholar/athletes graduating from Macon-Bibb County High Schools.  Commissioner Lucas thanked Chris Floore, Public Affairs for his assistance publicizing the event.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, and on motion duly made and seconded and carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 7:12 P.M.
Unanimous approval by Commissioners Bert Bivins, III, Gary Bechtel, Larry Schlesinger, Elaine Lucas, Mallory Jones, III, Ed DeFore, Scotty Shepherd, Virgil Watkins, Jr., and Al Tillman.

____________________________________
Shelia Thurmond, CCC

Clerk of Commission

May 6, 2014
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